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USD/SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISTS 
PRESENT SEPT. 28 PANEL ON ETHICS & THE MEDIA 
I s the Free Press Too Free? 
I n an e f f o r t t o give the p u b l i c the o p p o r t u n i t y t o understand the 
San Diego news media and question t h e i r e t h i c s , the Society of 
Prof e s s i o n a l J o u r n a l i s t s and the U n i v e r s i t y of San Diego w i l l launch a 
year-long series of f r e e , p u b l i c forums here a t 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 
28. 
A panel of San Diego p r i n t and broadcast j o u r n a l i s t s w i l l e x p l a i n 
how they and t h e i r f e l l o w j o u r n a l i s t s operate and f i e l d questions from 
the audience. E t h i c s , i n v a s i o n of p r i v a c y and r e l a t e d issues w i l l be 
analyzed. 
The panel: 
* Cathy Clark, r e p o r t e r , KNSD-TV. 
, * Dale F e t h e r l i n g , e d i t o r , Los Angeles Times/San Diego E d i t i o n . 
* W i l l i a m Stothers, readers' r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , San Diego Union. 
* Tom Wolfe, photo e d i t o r . The Tribune. 
* Dr. Larry Williamson, c h a i r USD Communication Studies. 
The panel discussion w i l l take place i n the U n i v e r s i t y Center 
Forum, USD. A hosted r e c e p t i o n f o l l o w s . 
Jane C l i f f o r d , Tribune f e a t u r e w r i t e r and c h a i r of the SPJ 
Pr o j e c t Watchdog Committee, said the j o u r n a l i s m o r g a n i z a t i o n decided 
-more-
J 
self-examination and p u b l i c s c r u t i n y are imperative because "there are 
questions about the methods we use and the i n f l u e n c e we w i e l d . 
"The Society knows there are mixed f e e l i n g s about our r o l e and 
the value of what we do...Bring your complaints and your c u r i o s i t y and 
j o i n us f o r what we expect t o be a s p i r i t e d discussion." 
Dr. P a t r i c k Drinan, dean of the College of A r t s & Sciences, sai d 
USD decided t o co-sponsor the series of forums because "educational 
i n s t i t u t i o n s and the media are a l l i e s i n the important process of 
working t o ensure t h a t we have an informed p u b l i c . 
"Moreover, a t USD we place a s p e c i a l emphasis on educating our 
students, f a c u l t y and the San Diego community about e t h i c s i n a l l 
f a c e t s of our s o c i e t y . " 
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